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The above is a facsimile of the front cover of the editor’s twenty- 


four 


booklet, What Must I Do To Be Saved? and the picture is 


of the Philippian ‘jailor’ S conversion. 


“Then he called for a light, 
and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down be- 
fore Paul and Silas, and 
brought them out, and said, 
Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved? And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house” (Acts 16:29- 31). 


Last September we had 50,000 
copies of this booklet printed, an 
entirely new edition with twenty- 


four pages, large ten point type, 
beautiful India-tinted paper, brown 
ink, and the pictured cover. That 
made over 300,000 copies of this 
message printed. But that 50,000 
copies is now about gone. We have 
ordered 50,000 more to be ready 
soon. The paper is already bought 
and the printer is ready to start 
the presswork. 50,000 copies is a 
lot of gospel messages! But God 
is using the booklet, and hundreds 
of people have been won to Christ 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


Why Prayers Are Not Answered 


By REV. WILLIAM J. Fox 


“Ye have not, because ye 
ask not. Ye ask and re- 
ceive not, because ye ask 
- amiss, that ye may consume it 
ie your lusts” (James 4: 
2, 3). 


The Great Need 
What the church needs today 


Christian can do; and to do it well 
there must be intelligent praying in 
the. light of scriptural teaching. 
True praying has the largest re- 
sults for good and the greatest 
amount of joy, but poor and un- 
scriptural praying the least. “More- 
over, as for me, God forbid that 
[I should sin against the Lord in 
ceasing to pray for you” (I Samuel 
12:23). Therefore, we cannot do 
too much of real praying. We 
must learn anew the worth of 
prayer and enter the school of 


prayer. 


Only Christians Can Pray 
God makes a real distinction in 
His Word between a sinner’s cry 
for mercy and forgiveness; and a 
‘fellowship 


EVANGELIST HARVEY H. SPRINGER 


Pastor First Baptist Church 
Englewood, Colorado 


(Sermon preached Sunday night, 
January 26, 1941, at Chicago Gos- 
pel .-Tabernacle. Stenographically 
reported. ) 


I have two desires, if I know 
my own heart. One is, I want to 
go to Heaven myself. I believe that 
I am going to be there — I know 
it. But I have another great desire, 
and I want you to believe me when 
I say this, I have a desire, and 
that is that every man and woman 
who has come under the sound of 
my voice may know the Lord Jesus 
Christ and may make Heaven his 
or her home, May the Lord help 
you to settle this question today. 


Beloved, as I stand before you, 
for the moment, we can just let 
this audience vanish from before 
our faces, and before us is the 
world’s great trial. If I do not 
speak as I ought, what will become 
of me? If you do not hear as you 
ought, what will become of you? 
“How shall we escape, if ye neglect 
so great salvation?” (Heb. 2:3). 
“How shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great salvation?” I want to say 
this: this is no time for philosophy 
because it is your heart that God 
wants, not your head. This is no 
time for argument, because there is 
not a man or woman under the 
sound of ‘my voice but that men- 
tally accepts these truths I am 
preaching. It is no time for poetry, 
for the simple reason that tulips 
and daffodils will not satisfy those 
hungering and starving for bread. 


“How shall we escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation?’’ This has 
been called one of the unanswer- 
able questions. Demons in Hell 
cannot answer the question. Angels 
in glory cannot answer the ques- 
tion. It remains an unanswered 
question of all the ages past and 
gone. 


Great Salvation Because Complete 


I believe that Paul was right 
when he called this salvation great. 
I believe he was right when he 


|said it was a great salvation for 


the simple reason that it affects a 
man’s past, present and future. You 
take a man, my friend, with a sal- 
vation that only affects his past, 
and he doesn’t amount to very 
much. Paul’s salvation affects the 
past, present and future. 
Somebody says, “Bro. Springer, 
if I walk down the aisle and trust 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all my 
heart, do you mean to tell me all 


The article, ‘‘Why Prayers Are 
Not Answered,” by Rev. Wm. 
J. Fox, printed in this issue, 
may be had in tract form and 
I am sure it will do great good. 
Order from’ the Scripture Tract 
Society, 2011 Wellington Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. The price is 25c 
for 12, $1.50 per hundred, $5.00 
for 500, all postpaid. They will 
send a price list of other tracts 
free. 


power in my own strength, that 
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the sins of my past life are blotted 
out ?” 

If you trust the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all your heart, with 
your whole heart seek the Lord and 
let Him come in, then all your sins 
are blotted out, and as the Scrip- 
ture says, He has put your sins 
from you “as far as the east is 
from the west;’’ they are buried in 
the depths of the sea, never to 
come up against you any more. 
One of the greatest joys of my 
heart was when I came to realize 
that all the black chapters in the 
past of my life — I don’t like to 
think about them — but they were 
all blotted out and the record was 
made clean! 

That is not all, Brother. Not only 
does it affect the past, it affects 
the hour in which you live. If I 
had salvation and God blotted my 
sins out, and yet I must come back 
into this present evil world and 
come up against Satan and all his 


would be half-salvation. But, thank 
God, it affects the present hour in 
which I live. I mean, I can live a 
victorious life. 


“Do you mean you can live vic- 
torious over sin?” you ask. 

Yes, sir. 

“I don’t believe you can.” 

As Paul said, “I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me.” And I 
want to say to you frankly, if one 
tries to live a victorious life in his 
own strength, he will not make it. 
But Paul says when Christ lives in 
a man, he can live a victorious life. 
That light bulb says, “TI live, yet 
not I, but electricity lives in me.” 
And when Christ lives in me, my 
feet become His feet, my hands 
become His hands, my ears are His 
ears; He takes me, and I can live 
a victorious life. Paul says: “I can 
do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” Every born- 
again believer ought to be able to 


say the same. I can get the victory 


“So Great Salvation!” 


‘How Shall We Escape If We Neglect So Great Salvation?’--Heb. 2:3 


over every known sin in my life. 


“Do you mean to say you are 
living perfect?’’ someone asks. 


No, but I can live blameless. I 
can get the victory over every 
known sin in my life and heart. 
This salvation not only affects my 
past, it not only affects the pres- 
ent, but it affects the future. I 
want to tell you something, be- 
loved, you will never know all of 
salvation until you get into that 
land where we are known as 
actually we are, and as we read 
in the words of Paul in First Co- 
rinthians 13:12: “For now we see 
through a glass, darkly; but then 
face to face: now I know in part; 
but then shall I know even as al- 
so I am known.” Let me remind 
you of this, beloved, our salva- 
tion will never be completed and 
will never be fully known until we 
step through the pearly gates. The 
fact of the matter is that none of 
us have glorified bodies. But, thank 
God, one of these days we are go- 
ing to have bodies that will know 
no sin, no heart-ache, no pain, no 
tears, nor anything else; bodies as 
perfect as Jesus Christ. That will 
be complete salvation. This salva- 
tion affects my past, my present 
and my future. I believe Paul was 
right when he called this salvation 
great. Great it is. 


Great In Its Author 
When God came down to create 
the worlds, all He had to do was 
to speak a word, and God’s word 


is a creative word. When God 
wanted light, He said, “Let there 
be light,” and there was light. His 
word is a creative word. When 
God wanted to create a world, all 
He had to do was to fling out the 
planets, the solar systems, right 
from His finger tips. When He 
created man, all He had to do was 
to reach down and get hold of a 
little dust, and form it in the image 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


By Rev. J. C. Macaulay, Pastor 


For the past two weeks the 
Wheaton Bible Church has had the 
privilege of the ministry of Dr. 
John R. Rice with whose fearless, 
convincing, Spirit-anointed preach- 
ing readers of The Sword are well 
acquainted. Here is a minister of 
God whose attacks on sin remind 
one of Elijah and John the Baptist, 
but whose sympathetic and tender 
heart is more like John the apostle. 


God has blessed the work of His 
servant here. We are a well in- 
doctrinated people, but we needed 
what Brother Rice has. The power 
of the Holy Spirit and a passion 
for souls were his special message 
for us, and many of God’s children 
have been stirred to exercise these. 
That is the essence of revival. And 
that is what makes the blessing 
continue after the special meet- 
ings are over. We are sure that 
one of the greatest and most per- 
manent results of these weeks will 
be a more victorious; continuous 
effort to reach the lost all about 
us, especially by visitation. 


There have been some blessed 
times of grace. A Roman Catholic 
whose wife had been brought to 
the knowledge of Christ some time 
ago and who had been coming 
steadily toward the light, made a 
glad public confession of the Sav- 
iour. One of our men who had in- 
vited his brother to visit him at 


san him to the meetings, had the 
joy of seeing that brother saved 


this particular time, especially to 


Wheaton Revival Reported 


iduring the first week, and he 
stayed over a second week in or- 
der to be more established in the 
faith. In each of three different 
households three members of the 
family were saved — in one case 
three brothers, in another case twin 
sisters and a brother. It was good 
to see those first converted bring- 
ing the others. One young lady, 
daughter of an evangelist, left one 
of the services under conviction of 


real struggle yielded to the Sav- 
iour. 

Visitors from surrounding towns, 
especially where Brother Rice had 
previously held meetings, were. 
among those happily saved as 
gleanings after the harvest. A mar- 
ried son and a married daughter of 
a man who recently passed away 
three days after confessing Christ, 
both made public professions dur- 
ing the meetings. Among the chil- 

n who came forward to confess 
the Lord, was one of the sons of 
the president of our college. 

This revival effort has brought 
to light some conditions of which 
we were scarcely conscious, no- 
tably the brazen infidelity rampant 
among students at the high school. 
‘Here is a situation that bodes for 
the future and constitutes a call 
for every Christian to give himself 
to prayer and witness with renewed 
devotion. 

We have still three days to go, 
and we are looking to the Lord 
for a great climax for the nani 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


of God. When He wanted vegeta- 
tion, He said, “Let there be vege- 
tation,” and it was so. When He 
wanted to create the animals, He 
only had to speak a word and they 
were created. But when God want- 
ed to provide salvation for man, it 
took more than a thought, more 
than a word. It took the dying 
anguish of His only begotten Son. 
God the Father, my friends, could 
not provide salvation for man who 
had fallen back in the Garden of 
Eden and gone down in the depths 
of sin and degradation. God could 
not just speak a word and pull 
him right up from there. It took 
the dying anguish of His only be- 
gotten Son to provide salvation for 
man who had gone down in the 
depths of sin. It was great in its 
Author. It took more than a 
thought. 


Great In Its Condescension 


It was more than that, its was 
great in its humiliation, its conde- 
scension. Jesus Christ had. glory 
with the Father before the founda- 
tion of the world: 

I read in the Sunday School class 
this afternoon, ‘In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” 
Back there in the beginning, says 
John, I want you to see the glory 
of Jesus Christ. My friend, back 
there in the beginning, Jesus 
Christ had glory with the Father. 
‘He was equal with God. And there 
in Heaven He left all the glories of 
His kingdom and took on Himself 
the form of a servant and came 
‘down here to the earth and was 
obedient unto death. 

I call your attention to Philip- 
pians the 2nd chapter, to how He 
gave up everything, for it says 
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God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God (Jesus Christ was 
equal with God), but made himself 
of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: and 
being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross.”’ Notice it now: He 
became obedient unto death. 


It was an exciting time in the 
old homestead a few years ago 
when Uncle Sam reached in, very 
much like he is getting ready to 
reach in now, and said to that 
older man, and that older boy, that 
young man, “Come on, Son, I want 
you.” He said, “I am going to 
. send you across to a destination 
you don’t know where you are go- 
ing.” I say, what an exciting time 
it was when that son was at the 
supper table maybe for the last 
time, with the mother and father 
and loved ones gathered around! 
Two people didn’t feel quite so 
well, and didn’t eat quite so much. 
Every father and mother knows 
who they were. Then when the 
boy had finished his last meal at 
home, his mother put her arms 
around him, as all mothers do, and 
began to tell that boy about a few 
last words of warning and advice 
she wanted him to follow. Many a 
mother took a little Bible and 
handed it to her son as she kissed 
him and the tears ran down her 
cheeks and her heart broke. And 
the old dad’s hand trembled and 
his voice quivered as he shook 
hands and said, “God bless you, 
son. Remember what mother said.” 
It was an exciting time. They 
didn’t know where that boy was 
going, and they didn’t know 
Whether he would ever return — 
and many didn’t return. What an 
exciting time it was around that 
old homestead at that time. 

My friend, what a wonderful and 
what an exciting time it must have 
been when that great royal caval- 
cade drove up to Heaven’s courts 
and Jesus Christ, the only begot- 
ten Son of God, got on board, ready 
to leave all the glories of Heaven, 
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there, “Who, being in the form of. 


“SQ GREAT SALVATION” 


all the glories of His Father's 
throne, ready to leave all to come 
down here to this old world of the 
dead and dying and of cruelty. 
I believe it was enough to make the 
oldest inhabitants of Heaven re- 
member it today as though it were 
yesterday. Many did not know 
where He was going. I imagine 
that many cried, saying, ““Don’t go. 
There are many dangers. Don't 
leave.” But He pushed off, my 
friend. And if He had landed upon 
the sun it would have been a 
brighter world. If He had landed 
upon Jupiter it would have been 
a mightier world. But, no, He 
passed up the great solar system 
and came down here to this little 
world, this blackened world, this 
unclean world, and this dying 


in its humiliation? 
was. 


I believe it 


Great Because of the Sacrifice 
lt Cost 


I believe with all of my heart 
that it was founded upon a great 
sacrifice. 

It is fortunate for you and me, 
beloved, that we do not know what 
another hour brings forth. It is 


of us. It is fortunate that we do 
not know what five years from 
now holds for. us. If we knew what 
tomorrow held for us, many of us 
would be walking with a shadow 
over us now. I say to you, it is 
fortunate that we did not know 
five years ago where we would be 
tonight. 


Many of you God blessed with a 
little child back there five, ten, or 
fifteen years ago, God let you have 
that boy of your own, the pride of 
your life, for five or ten or fifteen 
years, then one day God said, “That 
is enough. I will take that one 
back to my own bosom.” And God 
reached down in that«:home and 
took out that little soul. You went 
and with tender hands laid it out 
there in the city of the dead. I 
say, it is fortunate you didn’t know 
when that one was born into your 
home that God was going to take 
him away a little later. If you 
had known, you would have walked 
with a shadow all those years and 
wouldn’t have had the joy and 
blessing all those years that you 
did have because you walked with 
a shadow day after day, waiting 
for that fatal hour to come. For- 
tunately you didn’t know when you 
had your fortune that tonight you 
would be a pauper and be broke 
and would have lost every dollar 
that you had. If you had known 
it all-those years in your prosper- 
ity, you would have been going 
with a great shadow over you, 
looking out seeing something, feel- 
ing something. It is fortunate you 
didn’t know. The suffering of Je- 
sus Christ was great in the fact 
that Jesus Christ knew that He 
was born to die. When He was 
placed there in a little manger, His 
mother knew He was born to die, 
and she wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes. She knew that He was 
born to die. The suffering of Je- 
sus Christ was greater than any of 
us have ever known or experienced. 


I can see Him as He played 
around as a boy of twelve years of 
age, and as He sat there in the 
temple and spoke these words, 
“‘Wist ye not that I must be about 
my father’s business?” He knew 
then that only a few more years 
and the end would come and He 
must give His life. 

Finally I see Him as He enters 
it upon those three great years. I 
see Him as He has already stepped 
out in the “River Jordan and the 
voice of God has come down and 
God said, “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” John 
the Baptist has already cried down 
through the banks of Jordan and 
all the way, “Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord!” ‘Repent ye: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
“Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world!” 


ing good, not doing things to harm 
any one. Two years pass and final- 
ly the third yearscomes. I see. Him 
as He walks at;the foot of the trees 
and as He does, He says, ‘“There 
is the tree that will one day hold 
me fast.” He walks along and I 
see Him as He passes by a black- 
smith’s shop and He says, “That 
is the hammer that will forge the 
nails that will nail me to the 
cross.” I see Him as He sees an 
army marching down through one 


world. Wasn't this salvation great 


fortunate that we do not know} 
what tomorrow holds for’ each one’ 


I see Jesus as He goes about do- 
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False Doctrine in the Pentecostal Movement 


BY THE EDITOR 


In a recent article, “Four Rea- 
sons Why No Church Should Have 
A Woman Preacher,” the editor 
mentioned that many of the excess- 
es of the Pentecostal movement 
were because of women preachers. 
A Christian friend writes me to 
ask what are the false ‘doctrines 
that I referred to in the Pente- 
costal movement. He is a friend 
to Pentecostal people, and often at- 
tends Pentecostal services, he says. 
It is an honest question that de- 
serves an honest answer. 

Therefore as kindly as possible, 
and with an earnest prayer that 
it may help and not do harm, I 
am answering the request of this 
brother, and calling to attention 
what seems to me to be. unscrip- 
tural doctrines in the Pentecostal 
movement, . 

I have many friends who are 
very dear to me in the Pentecostal 
movement. They love the Lord and 
want to do right. I-pray that they 
will read with an open mind and 
prayerfully. I will further help any 
who are honestly seeking the truth, 
if I can. | 

1. The first and most obvious 
false doctrine of the Pentecostal 
movement and people. is the doc- 


trine of tongues. In Bible times, 


the gift of,fongues was a miracu- 
lous gift enabling people to speak 
foreign languages. Pentecost is the 
outstanding example. There~*the 
multitude came together,.and were 
confounded, because that every 
man heard them speak in his own 
language’ (Acts 2:6). They asked 
this question, “And how hear we 
every man in our own tongue, 
wherein we were born?”’ 
8).- Then in verses 9 and 10, six- 
teen different nationalities are 
named, with their foreign languag- 
es, and they said, “‘We do hear 
them speak in our tongues the 
wonderful works of God” (verse 
11). Thus it is obvious that the 
tongues in the Bible mean foreign 
languages, although they, in this 
case, were given by a miracle. It 
never means a jabber in a language 
that nobody speaks, and_ that 
others do not naturally understand. 
So the Pentecostal people, while 
they are dear people and many fine 
Christians among them, are at 
fault in their doctrine about 
tongues. What Pentecostal people 
have is not what Christians at Pen- 
tecost had. Their missionaries have 
to learn foreign languages like 
others. 

2. Pentecostal people are wrong 
in teaching that to speak in 
tongues is the evidence of being 
baptized with the Holy Spirit. They 
are wrong first in what they mean 
by tongues, and it is not the same 
as speaking in tongues, that is the 
foreign languages, of the Bible. 
And second, they are wrong in de- 
manding that everybody talk in 


says, “That is the army that will 
march on another mission, that will 
march me up to Calvary’s brow.” 
Jesus Christ knew that He was 
born to die. 

I say that His suffering was 
great in the fact that He knew He 
was born to die. 

I can see him as He was there 
in that upper room and the twelve 
disciples were around Him. Now 
finally He says to them, “The one 
that dips in the sop. with me is 
the one that shall betray me.” I 
read in the 26th chapter of Mat- 
thew where it wasn’t long until 
Judas fylfilled the words. He said, 
“Is it I?” and Jesus said, “Thou 
sayest it,” and he went out into 
the night. Jesus .then brake the 
bread with the other eleven, and 
I see Jesus as He gets up from 
there and He begins to tell them 
that He is going to die.“ And I see 
Him as He walks to the Garden 
of Gethsemane and He leaves some 
of them at the gate and takes the 
other three and walks on in and 


stops them here and asks them to. 


watch and pray. And He goes a lit- 
tle further alone. There I see Him, 
and the Scriptures tell us the first 
time that He went into the gar- 
den — the first time He went to 
pray — He fell prostrate on the 
ground pouring out His heart, and 
His prayer was, “Nevertheless, not 
my will, but thine be done. Oh, 
Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass, but not my will but thine 
be done.” 

Pretty soon He comes back and 
looks at those disciples. You would 
think in that hour of agony they 
would have been drawn close to 
Him, but they were fast asleep. 
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some unknown jabber as the proof 
that they are baptized or filled with 
the Holy Ghost. That is certainly 
not the Bible doctrine. For ex- 
ample, you will see in Acts 2:4 
that at Pentecost the.people were 
filled with the Holy Ghost. And 
then in Acts 4:31 exactly the same 
words are used, “and - they - 
were - all - filled - with - the - 
Holy - Ghost.” 

Yet in this case, no one spoke | 
in tongues. If one was the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit, then the 
other was too. Again, when Paul 
was filled with the Holy Spirit in 
Acts 9:17, he did not speak in 
tongues. In fact, the Bible not 
one time, anywhere, ever says that 
speaking in tongues is the evidence 
or the sign that one is filled with 
the Holy Ghost. The only speaking 
in tongues that anybody did in 
Bible times was to speak in for- 
eign languages (but do not forget 
that this was sometimes done by 
a miracle). And people certain- 
ly did not always speak in foreign 
languages when they were filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and the Bi- 
ble does not command every Chris- 
tian to speak in foreign languages. 


First Corinthians, chapter 12, 
verses 10.and 30 clearly show that 
many Christian’.are not even sup- 
posed to speak with tongues. So 
that is a false doctrine. 


3. Third, Pentecostal people make 
much of women preachers. First 
Corinthians 14:34, 85, plainly for- 
bids a woman to preach. First 
Timothy 2:11, 12, expressly for- 
bids a woman ever to teach men, 
or teach the church, or to.have au- 
thority over men or over a church, | 
and says they must be in silence. 
There were no women preachers in 
the New Testament. There was 
never a woman apostle, never a 
woman pastor, never a woman 
evangelist in the New Testament. 
So Pentecostal people do wrong in 
that doctrine and practice, accord- 
ing to the Bible. 


4. Pentecostal people also gen- 
erally teach that those who are 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, or 
“sanctified,” have the sin nature 
eradicated so that they do not sin 
any more. But this doctrine is not 
true to the Bible. In Romans 3: 
9-23, you will see that now, in the 
present tense, all are sinners. First 
John 1:8 expressly says: “If we 
say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.” If anybody says he 
does not have any sins, he is just 
fooling himself, the Bible says. Ev- 
ery person, every Christian even, 
has sin in the heart. He may not 
be conscious of it, but it is there, 
God says so. The doctrine of sin- 
less perfection is a delusion. 


Again notice that Jesus plainly 
told His disciples to pray every day 
“the Lord’s prayer,’’ and in that 
Lord’s prayer we are taught to 
pray, “forgive us our sins’ (Luke 
11:4). If we do not, then we dis- 
obey Jesus and we sin. So every 
Christian has sin every day and 
needs to ask God to cleanse them 
and forgive them. You see how 


‘be removed, but God refused. This 


wrong the doctrine of sinless per- 
fection is. 

3. Pentecostal people generally 
teach that it is always God’s will 
to heal every Christian of all dis- 
eases. Now I believe that God often 
heals the sick in answer to prayer. 
I believe He can heal them .with 
doctors, or without doctors, with 
medicine, or without medicine. 
Sometimes He does it one way, 
sometimes another. Always we 
should trust Him, ask His leader- 
ship, and give Him the glory. But 
the Bible nowhere says it is al- 
ways God’s will to heal every sick 
person. In fact, Second Corinthians 
12:7-10 says that Paul had a thorn 
in the flesh, a messenger of Sa- 
tan, to buffet him, and he begged 
the Lord three times that it might 


trouble in his flesh God would not 
heal, or cure, in order to keep Paul 
humble and that God might have 
more glory. 

If it was true then that “my 
strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness,” it is also true today. God 
sometimes gives better blessing 
through sickness than in health. In 
fact, it is God’s will for people even 
to die. As long as people wear 
glasses, have decayed teeth, have 
gray hair, have lines in their fac- 
es, it is silly and wicked to talk 
about being above sin. If people 
were above sin, they would never 
die, just as Adam would not have 
died if he had stayed in the garden 
of Eden sinless and perfeet. So 


Editor’s Engagements 


March 9-16 with Evansville Rescue 
Mission, Rev. Ernest I. Reveai, 
superintendent, anniversary re- 
vival services. 

March 18-30 with Morning Cheer 

Broadcast on radio WIP, 7:00- 

8:00 a.m. 

Monday through Saturday on sta- ~ 
tion WIBG at 12:30-1:00 p.m’, 

Monday through Friday, with~ 
Pastor. Gebrge A. Palmer, di- 
rector. | 

March 31 - April 4 with the Central 
Michigan Bible Conference As-. 
sociation, Lansing, Michigan, in a 
Lansing church which wiil be ad- 
vertised. 

April 6-13 with the Maranatha 
Fellowship of Christian Business 
Men and pastors and with the 
Mel Trotter Mission in Grand 
Rapids; Michigan, closing HKaster 
Sunday. Service Easter Sunday 
morning at Berean’ Baptist 
Church, Grand Rapids. 


tians need to beware Of. 

I do not want anybody to think 
I am against praying for the sick. 
I know God has wonderfully un- 
swered many of my prayers in 
raising up the sick, but it certain- 
ly is not always God’s will to heal 
the sick. We have purchased for 
us redemption for our bodies as 
well as our souls, as you see from 
Romans 8:21-23. But we will nev- 
er receive all of that which is pur- 
chased for us until our bodies are 
redeemed, that is, glorified at 
Christ’s coming. 


6. Pentecostalists are also gen- 
erally wrong in teaching that a 
child of God must keep on work- 
ing and living a good life in order 
to keep himself saved. That is not 
what the Bible teaches. The Bible 
teaches that we are saved by grace 
and not by works (Eph. 2:8, 9). 
The Bible teaches again and again 
that everybody who trusts in 
Christ already has everiasting life 
and shall not come into condem- 
nation. See John 3:16; John 5:24; 


John 6:47; John 10:27-30; etc. .See 


also Romans 8:38, 39. People are 
not saved by works, but by grace, 
and they are kept the same way. 
No one ever deserves salvation. He 
didn’t deserve it before he got it, 
and he doesn’t deserve it after- 
ward. People are not saved by the 
way they live. They are not saved 
by the way they feel. They are not 
saved by holding out faithful. 
They are saved by trusting Jesus 
Christ, and then when the case is 
turned over to Jesus, all our sins 
are laid on Christ, and are paid 
for in full. After that sins are not 
charged up to the ‘Christian, that 
is, to condemn his soul and to send 
him to Hell. That is exactly what 
Romans 4:6-8 means when it says: 


“Even as David also de- 
scribeth the blessedness of the 
man, unto whom God imputed 
righteousness without works, 

“Saying, Blessed are they 
Whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered. 

“Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord will not impute sin.” 


So to teach that people are kept 
saved only by being good is con- 
trary to the Bible and is a false 
doctrine, 

I will not write more at this 
time, but I write these things in 
answer to your- honest questions, 
hoping to help you. 

I want to confess that Pente- 
costal people have many, many 
good points. They believe in a defi- 
nite enduement of Holy Spirit 
power. So do I. They believe in 
prayer even for miracles, when 
necessary, and so do I. They be- 
lieve in living a clean life, and so 
do I. They believe in the second 
coming of Christ, and so do I. But 
I do not believe in their doctrine © 
of talking in tongues; I do not. be- -. 
lieve in women preachers, in their 
Claim to sinless perfection which is 
contradicted by the Bible. I do not 
believe in being saved by works or 
kept by works; I do not believe 
that it is always God’s will to heal 
the sick. ‘ 

I think that many Baptist church- 
es and other churches that are 
more orthodox in doctrine than 
Pentecostal people, often. do not do 
as much good. Some churches are 
right in doctrine but cold in heart. 
Many Christians are orthodox like 
Paul, and cold in heart like an in- . 
fidel. I thank God for the fervor 
of my Pentecostal friends, but I 
am sorry when they leave the Word 
of God in doctrine as they do in 
Some cases. But thanks be to God 
for their sincere love for the Bible, 
their belief in the blood of Christ, 


that is a false teaching that Chris- 


and their earnest.desire to-.win 
souls. | owls 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 
I see the Son of God as He awak- 


',ens them, and, oh, how it must have 
eut Him to the heart! 


He had 
walked with them three years, He 
had,tried to teach them, tried to 
‘tell them something, and they had 
forsaken Him in that’hour. Again 
He asks them to wait, watch and 
pray, and this time the Scripture 
says He went*and knelt down on 
the ground*and “his sweat was as 
it were, reat drops of blood fall- 
ing ‘to the ground’ (Luke 
22: 44). Those little pores become 
sweat-gates that would not stay 
ood of the Son of 
CO | eut of His veins. 
laweal was 'as\.it were great 
post of blodd ‘falling down to the 
ground. $37 how ‘He: poured ou! 
His heart!’ He felt your sin an 
mine so keéhly that His body broke 
down umder the impact, and His 
pores. became little sweat-gates 
which would not stay shut and the 
blood oozed out, 

I see Him as He goes again and 
looks at His disciples and tells 
them to sleep on. He goes alone 
and prays. Finally He arises and 
starts toward the gate, taking the 
three disciples, going to- meet the 
others. Already they can hear the 
angry, blood-thirsty mob as they 
rail away like a pack of wolves. 
I see the mob as they begin to 
rush down the way, ready to tear 
Him limb from limb, They are be- 
ing led by one who had been walk- 
ing by His side. Finally one of 
them goes — I see them as they 
come out — I wish you could see 


Him now ih the act, the One that 


sweat as it were great drops of 
blood. But He is as a hero now, 
standing there with a broken heart. 

“‘Whom seek ye?” Jesus said. 

And they said, “Jesus of Naz- 
areth.” 

’ He said, “I am he.” 

Beloved, I see them as they come 
and pounce upon Him. They didn’t 
have to do it, but they did. They 
treated Him worse than a common 
criminal. The Scripture said that 
some spit in His face and others 
slapped Him in the face. Beloved, 
that was your Saviour. That was 
my Saviour. That-was your Sav- 
iour, friend. 

And that isn’t all — I see that 
angry, blood-thirsty mob as they 
pull Him back and forth and as 
they jerk His beard from His face. 
I see them spitting in His eyes 
and in His face and I see the spit- 
tle running down from His beard. 
I see them tearing His clothes, and 
they slap Him again and shove 
and push Him. They didn’t have to 
do it, but they did, Beloved, that 
was your Saviour, that was my 
Saviour! . 

But that is not all. I see them 
now as they drag Him from one 
court to another one, to one mock 
trial after another. Famous law- 
yers will tell you it was breaking 
the Roman law and the Jewish law 
to take any one into court in the 
midnight hour, in the wee hours of 
the morning. But that is the time 
they tried Jesus Christ. I can see 
Him finally as they pusfied Him 
from one court to another — into 
one — out of one — back again. 
And now He stands in Pilate’s hall. 
I can see Pilate there wriggling, 
and twisting and squirming. He 
doesn’t want the issue pressed. He 


doesn’t want to make a decision.’ 


He wonders if he can find a way 
out. I can see him as he said, “‘I 
find no fault in Him, but I will 
scourge Him and let Him go.” 


He was hoping to appease the 
wrath of that angry, blood-thirsty 
mob, so Pilate calls for men whose 


- business it is to lay the scourge 


upon the Son of God. 

. You know, I didn’t/know what a 
scourge was until some time ago, 
but I know tonight. Do you know 
what a scourge is? It is a stock 


- with nine long lashes on the end 


and each lash has a steel ball. Not 
every ofie can use it the way it 


“§0 GREAT SALVATION” 


ought to be used. They have a way 
of taking that lash, a way of strik- 
ing it down upon a man’s back 
like cracking an ox whip. A big, 
strong man will pull it back, and 
as he gives that quick jerk, those 
steel balls just slash down into the 
back, into the flesh, cut the hide, 
and he rips it right on out. That 
is the kind of lash that Pilate 
called for. It was given to a man 
who was a master in the art of 
using the scourge. 

I can see them now as they take 
the Son of God and strip Him 
down to His bare back. They cast 
lots for His garments. What an 
insult it must have been to the 
Son of God, He that was pure, who 


‘never did any sin. They stripped 
.Him off.in His nakedness, What 
an insult it must have been to 


Him! 

That is not all — Pilate said, 
“Scourge Him and let Him go.” 
They take that great long scourge, 
and a great big fellow with a big 
strong arm of steel brings it down 
with a blow across the back of the 
Son of God! He comes down with 
a blow, and another one, and an- 
other one, and the: flesh is being 
torn. That is your Saviour, be- 
loved! That is my Saviour! Your 
Saviour, friends. But that is not 
all, I see Him as they come with 
another blow, and another and an- 
Other blow, and the blood is 
streaming down His back — your 
Saviour, my Saviour! Thirty-six! 
Thirty-seven! Thirty-eight! Thirty- 
nine lashes across His back! Your 
Saviour, my Saviour! 

That is not all. I see that blood 
as it trickles down, and then I see 
the mob as they demand more 
than that. They said to Pilate, 
“You are not Cesar’s friend if you 
let this man go.” And Pilate be- 
gins to wriggle and squirm again, 
and he jumps on another idea, “I 
know what I will do,” he says. ‘‘At 
this time every year it is our cus- 
tom to release some one.” So he 
said, “I will get out now. Whom 
shall I release unto you?”’ There 
was a man in prison who stood for 
everything that was vile and black 
and filthy. When the man walked 
down the street, mothers would 
grab their children and pull them 
into the house and lock the door. 
They were afraid of the sight of 
the man. So Pilate said, “Shall I 
release this man Barabbas, or shall 
I release Christ ?’’ 

That angry, blood-thirsty mob 
cried out, “Release to us Barab- 
bas!” 


“What then shall I do with Jesus’ 


that is called Christ?” 

They cried again, “Crucify Him! 
Crucify Him!” 

And I can see them now as they 
take Him who must have been 
weak from loss of blood — I can’t 
picture Jesus as some artists pic- 
ture Him. I don’t believe He was 
a weakling. Why should He be? 
He was raised in the out-of-doors, 
He was called the carpenter’s son, 
no doubt He worked with His fos- 
ter-father Joseph. He lived a clean 
life. He undoubtedly was a strong 
and robust fellow. But because of 
that loss of blood he is getting 
weak. And I see them then as they 
start to wend their way out to 
Calvary’s brow where He is to be 
crucified between two thieves. 
Some of you women tonight are 
wearing a little cross of gold 
around your neck. Some of you 
men have one on your lapel, may- 
be, made out of gold or some pre- 
cious stone. But the cross Jesus 
had to bear was a cruel old heavy 
tree. I can see them now — He 
tries — they took that old cross, 
a cruel, heavy tree, and threw it 
up on His shoulder and they start 
driving, shoving, slapping, beating, 
pushing Him on to Calvary! Al- 
ready they have pressed the crown 
of thorns on His brow, and every 
one of those sharp thoras has 
pierced into the skin and into the 
blood vessels, and the blood is 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


streaming down into His eyes and 


over His face. I can see that the 
Son of God is doing the best He 
can as He begins to walk toward 
Calvary. There they start — no 
wonder the heavens become black. 
No wonder, my friend, the moon 
hung her head and the sun refused 
to shine, and the demons shuffled 
out of Hell, and the angels leaned 
out of Heaven waiting for one word 
to fall — but that..word fell not. 

I can see Him as He tries, and 
He begins to walk. But He has 
lost so much blood, and the road is 
so rough and the cross so heavy, 
that He falls beneath the load. Be- 
loved, that was your Saviour! That 
was my Saviour! 


I see Simon of Cyrene as he comes, 


and gets underneath and begins to 


‘walk and carry it on up for Je- 


compelled by the soldiers. I see 
the disciples — all save one have 
forsaken .-Him. John, and John 
alone stood by the cross. I see 
those four faithful women that 
stood by, and I see the whole coun- 
try as it becomes black with the 
exception of an occasional streak 
of lightning as the all-seeing eye 
of the Father, as if He said, “I, 
want to see what they are going 
to do with my Son,” 


Then the soldiers come and call 


for hammer and spikes, and they} 


take. the Son of God and lay one 


hand out on the cross. Then they |, 


come down. with a blow right 
through the flesh! I see them as 
they take the other hand and 
come down with another blow right 
through the flesh! That was your 
Saviour, beloved. That was my 
Saviour! I see them as they take 


the feet of the Son of God and lay: 


them down ‘and they put the big 
spikes down there. They call for 
a man.with a big sledge hammer 
and he drives that old spike with 
a blow, then another right through 
the feet of the Son of God. Your 
Saviour! My Saviour! : 

I see them as they take that 
cross and begin to lift it up. They 
call for some more men to help 


lift it up, and up it comes, and| 


all at once it goes down into the 
hole with a thud! and the whole 
weight of the Son of God comes 
down upon those hands and upon 
those feet! That was your Sav- 
iour! That was my Saviour! 

I see Him, and I wonder if He 
wouldn’t just take one of those 
hands and pull it right out through 
the nails —- He had power to do 


it — and just blot them all out. over | 


the universe, ; 

He is going to speak — I won- 
der what He is going to say? 

“Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. ” 

And I can see Him as’ He who 
made every world, He made the 
rivers, He made the lakes, He made 
the oceans, He causes it to rain. 
I see Him as He hangs there, He 
has lost so much blood He begins 
to thirst, His tongue is parched and 
He asks for a cup of water. And 
they bring Him vinegar and gall! 
That was your Saviour! That was 
my Saviour! 

The thief looks over there, and 
says, “Surely any man that can 
endure that and still love His ene- 
mies must be the Son of God. Lord, 
remember me.” 

And right there in the last mo- 
ment He reaches over and saves 
that dying thief from the jaws of 
Hell, and says, “Today shalt thou 
be with me in paradise.” 


Then I see Him as His heart 
is breaking, and He lifts His eyes, 
and out of a broken heart, with 
not much strength, He cries out, 
“My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” A little girl asked 
me once: “Brother Springer, did 
God forsake Jesus?” And I said, 
“Yes, Honey, that He might not 
forsake you, and that He might 
not forsake me. It was your sins 
and my sins that were piled upon 
Fim that day. He did that to be- 
come your Saviour and my Sav- 
iour. 

I see Him as He drops His head 
upon a pulseless breast and cries, 
“It is finished!” 

And, thank God, it was finished. 
And He gave up the ghost. Wasn’t 
He great in His suffering? 


A Great Salvation In Its 
Deliverance From Hell 
- You know, beloved, it. is great 
in its final deliverance. There is a 
Hell. You say, “I do not want 
to believe in Hell.” 
kind of life you are living, I 
wouldn’t want to believe in Hell, 
either. But there is a Hell. The 
same Bible that tells me about a 
Heaven of glory, tells me about a 
Hell of horror. There are fifty-two 
direct references in the New Tes- 


If I lived the 


The, Modernist 


- By REVEREND B. 
Pastor, Albright United Brethren Church, Elkhart, Indiana 


He’s not worthy of the name, 
Yet he seeks the world’s acclaim; 
Nothing ancient about his ilk, 
His tongue is just as smoothe as silk; 
He antidates the world’s great flood, 
7 The shedding of Christ’s precious blood; 
If he is modern as they say, | 
I fail to see it quite that way. | 


He is mis-named without a doubt, 
For he is ancient out and out; 

Though modern he may claim to be, 
Investigate and you will see, 

He lived in days of prophets old, 
Preached aloud his doctrine bold; 
Now in these days of stress and strain, 
He’s bidding for. the stage again. 


He stands within the sacred place, 
Pretends to preach abounding grace; 
Does not believe the fall of man, 
Sidesteps the issue when he can; 
Also rejects the virgin birth, 
Christ’s return again to earth; 
He laughs about a judgment day, 
Declares there is another way. 


One of the mysteries to me, 
Is that the people cannot see, 
The modernist is Satan led, 

That he’s just preaching to be fed; 
That he does not care for dying souls, 
Or for the people on his rolls. 

Surely, if they could really see, 
They would not listen to his plea. 


The modernist will stand at last, 

Roused by the angel’s trumpet blast, 
Before the Great White Judgment Throne, 
To answer for his sin, alone; 
The Saviour .then his judge shall be, 

Who died upon the cruel tree; 
His doom, “Depart,” he then shall hear 
The sentence ringing loud and clear. 


O man of God, this final word: 

Declare the judgments of the Lord! 
From the modernist turn away, 

To Christ the only, living way; 
Proclaim the message of the Book, 

For guidance to the Spirit look; 
He will go with thee all the way, 

And keep thee safe to that great day. 


F’. DOTSON, D.D. 
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THE OMNIPRESENT GOD 


The manager of a certain store 
went out one day leaving his young 
assistant, who was a Christian, in 
charge. A customer came in and 
asked him to do something which 
he saw was dishonest. “Your mas- 
ter is out, and will not know the 
difference,” said the customer. “My 
Master is never out,” replied the 
young assistant.—-Wendell P. Love- 
less in Sunrise Meditations. 


tament alone that says there is a 
Hell for sinners. Many ‘of, those 
were spoken by Jesus. Jesus said 
more: about Hell than any of the 
disciples, and He ought to be an 
authority. Thank God, He made a 
way of deliverance from this pun- 
ishment. 

Brother, listen to me. Suppose 
you come out to our place. Mrs. 
Springer’s father has 2,400 acres, 
fifty-five miles west of Denver. We 
often go up there to the ranch. 
There is quite a bit of timber up 
there. Suppose you drive up there 
some day. If you did and there 
was a great forest fire -——- I don’t 
know whether you have seen one 
or not — with flames raging high. 
But we put up a line and say, 
“Don’t cross over this line! If you 
go in there, it will mean certain 
death!” Byt you _ deliberately 
shove me out of the way and break 
down the line and go over into thé 
fire, which means death. Who is 
to blame? Brother, no man or 
woman ever went to Hell who 
didn’t trample the blood of Jesus 
Christ under his feet. He thrust 
Himself down across the gate of 
Hell and gave His life to keep men 
and women from going to Hell. 
That is the redson He died. You 
don’t need to go there. I say, then, 
this salvation was great in its final 
deliverance. 


SPIRITUAL THIEVERY 


An Illinois thief stole five hun- 
dred dollars worth of shoes, the en- 
tire stock of a store, and in addi- 
tion played a trick on the dealer 
by leaving all the empty boxes, 
putting them back just where they 
belonged. One after another the 
customers arrived the next day, 
and the dealer pulled out box after 
box, only to find that each was 
empty. 

That was a unique theft, but 
something much like it takes place 
all the time in the spiritual world. 
For there are many thieves of 
faith, writers and speakers who 
make it their business to destroy 
belief in God, in Christ, in the 
Church, in religion. But they al- 
ways leave the boxes. They always 


jleave the shell of what they have 


taken, in order to fool people into 
thinking that. they have taken 
nothing at all. But pull out the 
boxes, try to get any comfort and 
strength out of what they have 
left, and you will see that the theft 
has been complete. 


— Christian Endeavor World. 


sortienerill ecncituation 


PERSONAL WORK 


One day a Cambridge undergrad- 
uate asked Bishop Taylor Smith, 
“What is personal work?” The 
Bishop replied, ‘‘Supposing we are 
conversing together when one of 
your friends join our group. 2 
you introduce your friend to m 
you do personal work.” If a mae 
is walking with the Lord and a 
friend joins him, it should not be 
an unnatural or very difficult thing | 
to introduce the friend to the 


Lord. 
— First Baptist Messenger 
Little Rock, Ark. 
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PAGE FOUR 


Ne en eR ER ee 


Why Prayers Are 
Not Answered 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


do is to cry to God for forgiveness, 
repent and accept Jesus Christ as 
his personal Saviour. “This poor 
man cried, and the Lord heard him, 
and saved him out of all his 
trouble” (Psalm 34:6). Before a 
sinner can have communion and 
fellowship with God he must "be- 
come a member of the divine fam- 
ily. He must first accept Christ as 


his Saviour, “But as many as re- 


ceived Christ, to them gave He 


power to become the sons of God, 


even to them that believe on His 
name’”’ (John 1:12). Christ said to 
the unbelievers, “Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do” (John 8: 
44). 

Whenever Jesus Christ taught 
the subject of prayer to people He 
always and only spoke to His dis- 
ciples and never to the unsaved, 
“And it came to pass, that, as He 
was praying in a certain place, 
When He ceased, one of His dis- 
ciples said unto Him, Lord, teach 
us to pray. And He said unto 
them, When ye pray, say, Our Fa- 
ther which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so 
in earth ..” (Luke 11:1, 2). A 
person may be in an attitude of 
prayer and even go through the 
forms of prayer and not have fel- 
lowship with God in prayer. Je- 
sus illustrates this truth by telling 
the parable of the Pharisee’s 
prayer, “The Pharisee stood and 


50,000 More Ordered 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


through this simple gospel message 
with so many Scriptures, and such 
simple illustrations that make 
plain how to be saved by trusting 
in Christ. 

Not long ago a young lady heard 
me on radio KMMJ, Grand Island, 
Nebraska. She sent for the books 
dear Brother Epp was offering free, 
including this What Must I Do To 
‘Be Saved? She and her mother 
were happily saved. Then in this 
morning’s mail sHe wrote me again 
enclosing separate letters from 
three sisters, one sixteen, one thir- 
teen, one eleven, each of them writ- 
ing to tell me they had trusted 
Christ and were happily saved. And 
then the dear young woman prom- 
ised to send me word when others 
of the family were saved. But in 
the afternoon mail today she wrote 
to say that after the first letter 
was mailed, two brothers in the 
family were saved, and she prom- 


_ ised to let me know just as soon 
as the father was saved, which she 


earnestly ‘hoped would be soon! 
We have given away thousands 
of this last printing of What Must 
I Do To Be Saved? We will con- 
tinue to give them away freely, to 
those who request them, as the 
dear Lord provides the means. 
Write us freely for these books 
that you want to give away. But 
if we are to give them free, then 
you must agree that they will be 
given only to people who promise 
to read them. It is too expensively 
printed to hand out like a two-page 
tract to people on the street who 
will throw them down within a 
block. If we have your’ written 
promise to give them only to peo- 
ple who agree to read them, we 
will gladly. send you some for dis- 
tribution. Ask for a few, give them 
out, and report to us and get more. 
Those who want to help with the 
printing cost may do so. They will 
cost around lic a copy, including 
printing, postage and mailing. If 


you are able, you may send $1.00 


a hundred or a penny each for 
what you want. Any gifts for this 
cause will be administered faith- 
fully and prayerfully, and we know 
- that God will save souls with these 
booklets, as He has saved hundreds 
before. 

We have a request for money to 
print this in the Telugu and the 
Tamil dialects in India and hope to 
be able to furnish the money if it 
please the dear Lord to provide it. 
We ask you to join us in prayer 
that God’s will may be made 


Be sure to let us know if you 


- . learn of. some saved through this 
+ gospel message. It will encourage 
“our hearts to keep going with this 
"heavy burden, yet a most joyful one 
Which the Lord Him 
ae “ope Write to 


self carries for 


; Evangelist John R. Rice 
~The Sword of the Lord Publishers 
512 West Franklin Street 
‘Wheaton, Illinois 
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prayed thus with himself .. .” 
(Luke 18:11). 


Unanswered Prayer 


There is an underlying reason 
for everything in life and there 
must be a real reason for prayer- 
less praying. It is a real fact that 
many professing Christians find 
that few of their prayers are act- 
ually answered. Now the chief 
reason is that they \do not know 
and believe what the Bible teaches 
about prayer. God has never prom- 
ised to do “just anything” we ask 
Him to do, regardless of His provi- 
dence and His mighty power. 
There are conditions to be met. 


We Must Pray In Christ's Name 


The name of Jesus Christ is thé 
most comprehensive condition and 
guarantee of answered prayer to 
the believer. “If ye shall ask any- 
thing in’ My name, I will do it” 
(John 14:14). No one can come 
to God and be heard in prayer 
Save as he comes in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. This Scrip- 
ture passage is a sealed treasure, 
a hidden jewel to the believer. Do 
you realize its glorious teaching? 
Note the precious jewel of truth, 
“If ye shall ask anything IN MY 
NAME.” These words of the Lord 
ought to put us to shame because 
of our carelessness in prayer. What 
we have missed in the past because 
we have not made use of the name 
of Christ in our prayers! Our 
prayers must be offered in the 
nameé of Christ. 

In fact, we have only one access 
to God and that is through our 
Lord Jesus Christ and never 
through any human being. ‘For 
there is one God, and one media- 
tor between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus” (I Timothy 2:5). 


We Mast Pray According To 
Christ's Word 


Another promise of our Lord is: 
“If ye abide-in me and MY WORDS 
ABIDE IN YOU, ye shall ask what 
ye will and it shall be done unto 
you”’ (John 15:7). The Christian’s 
abiding place is the center of his 
heart’s affections, the center of his 
ambitions and interests, the place 
where he is at home. When we 
“abide in Him and His word abides 
in us,” we will then be praying in 
His name and subject to His will. 
Because God’s Word is not always 
at home in our hearts our prayers 
are not answered and we should 
give earnest heed, lest our prayer 
should be contrary to His written 
Word. The Bible teaches us clear- 
ly that our prayer, no matter how 
earnest, cannot change the Word 
of God or His will (I John 5:16). 
Let us say with Peter, ‘‘Neverthe- 
less at Thy Word” (Luke 5:5). 


We Must Pray According To 
: Christ's Will 


We are given another promise, 
“And this is the confidence that 
we have in Him, that, if we ask 
anything ACCORDING TO HIS 
WILL, He heareth us” (I John 5: 
14, 15). Answered prayer implies 
subjection to the will of God. We 
surely cannot be Christ’s represen- 
tatives, acting in Christ’s spirit and 
for Christ’s purpose, unless we 
manifest the same attitude of 
Christ in Gethsemane when He 
said, “Nevertheless, not My will, 
but Thine, be done” (Luke 22:42). 

There are some people who teach 
that this submission to the will of 
God in petition, or, as they call it, 
the “IF” in Christian prayer, indi- 
cates a lack of faith. The object 
of our faith in God is to be in His 
will. There are three means by 
which we may know God’s will; 
namely: God’s Word, circumstanc- 
es, and the Holy Spirit (Acts 13: 
2). We must pray in the will of 
Christ and the result of our 
prayers will always prove whether 
we are in His will or not. “If any 
man will to do HIS WILL he shall 
know” (John 7:17). 


Wrong Motives In Prayer . 


God always looks for the motive 
in our prayer life as well as all 
our thoughts and deeds. “Ye ask 
and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that ye may consume it up- 
on your lusts,” or pleasures (James 
4:3). What is your motive when 
you ask God for this or that? If 
the motive in prayer be wrong, 
then the reason why the prayer is 
not answered is at once explained. 

A, WRONG SPIRIT TOWARD 
OTHERS IS AN EXPLANATION 


FOR UNANSWERED PRAYER. 


“Forgive us our sins, as we for- 
give...” “For if ye forgive men 


| their trespasses, your heavenly Fa- 


ther will also forgive you” (Matt. 
6:12, 14). Are you wrong in your 


spirit toward others? Do you have 
malice, ill-will, resentment, unfor- 


giveness in your heart toward 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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others? If so, your unanswered 
prayers are at once explained. 


A WRONG LIFE MAY BE EX- 
PLAINED FOR UNANSWERED 
PRAYER. “If I regard iniquity in 
my heart, the Lord will not hear 
me” (Psalm 66:18). “But your in- 
iquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins 
have hid His face from you, that 
He will not hear’ (Isa. 59:2). The 
one thing which God hates is sin. 
Indeed, He cannot afford to answer 
our prayers if we willingly har- 
bor sin in our lives. It is the one 
thing that separates us from God. 
Our attitude toward sin must be 
in harmony with His attitude. The 
prayers. ‘of a righteous man avail- 
eth much” (James 5:16). Is your 
life right in God’s sight? Are you 
right before Him in the secrecy of 
your own heart? If you are pam- 
pering some wrong thing in your 
life, although others may not know 
it, yet in such a fact you have the 
explanation for your unanswered 
prayers. ‘Delight thyself also in 
the Lord; and He shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart” (Psa. 
37:4). “Is thy heart right with 
God?” 

LACK OF FAITH MAY BE 
THE EXPLANATION FOR UN- 
ANSWERED PRAYER. ‘ ‘Jesus 
answering said unto them, Have 
faith in God.” “Therefore I say 
unto you, what things. soever ye 
desire when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them” (Mark 11:22, 24). Faith is 
just taking God at His Word. How 
often we halt and refuse to accept 
and act upon His word. Jesus 
plainly says to us: ‘According to 
your faith, so be it unto you.” And 
again: “If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth.” And again: “If two of 
you shall agree on earth, as touch- 
ing anything that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my 
Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 
9:29; Mark 9:23; Matt. 18:19). 


What marvelous statements of our |: 


Lord! How they challenge us to be 
united in prayer! Do you believe 
this great promise? Will you plead 
these promises in prayer and claim 
them by faith? 


THE LACK OF EARNESTNESS 
MAY ALSO BE THE EXPLANA- 
TION FOR UNANSWERED 
PRAYER. Notice how deeply in 
earnest Moses was when he prayed 
for Israel: ‘Oh, this people have 
sinned a great sin, and have made 
them gods of gold. Yet now, if 
Thou wilt forgive their sin; and if 
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of 
Thy book which Thou hast writ- 
ten” (Exo. 32:32). How earnest 
Moses was, as he thus prayed. Lis- 
ten to Paul’s earnest pleadings: ‘I 
say the truth in Christ, I lie not, 
my conscience also bearing me wit- 
ness in the Holy Ghost, that I 
have great heaviness and continual 
sorrow in my heart, for I could 
wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ, for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh’’ 
(Rom. 9:1-3). When a Christian 
feels like that in order that people 
may be saved, is it any wonder that 
such prayers scale the heavenlies? 
Listen to Jacob, as he pleads: “I 
will not let thee go, except thou 
bless me” (Gen. 32:26). Fellow 
Christians, let us be deeply in 
earnest when we come to the 
throne of grace to make known our 
requests urto God. May the Lord 
forgive us for our neglect, our ig- 
norance, and our disobedience in 
our prayer life! 

“But. thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret: and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly” (Matt. 6:6). 


Have you been alone with Jesus 
In the secret place of prayer? 
Did the Saviour’s blessed presence 
Overshadow you while there? 


Often cares have come upon me, 
More than I alone could bear, 

And I’ve felt the burden lifted . 
When I came to Him in prayer. 


I have come when dangers threat- 
ened, 

Told Him all my heart’s alarms, 

Felt that around and underneath 


me 7 
Were the everlasting arms. 


All my heart says hallelujah! 
For His love and constant care; 
And the comfort, who can tell it, 
Of the joy of answered prayer ? 
Jesus hears and answers prayer, 


Jesus hears and answers prayer; 
I have tried Him, I have proved 


Him, 
And I know He answers prayer. 
— Mrs. C. H. Morris 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE). 


when I am in Denver. I started 
down one long corridor-and a lit- 


tle fellow about the size of this 


boy (pointing to. a lad on the front 
seat) said, “Hello, Bro. Spring- 
er!” and I turned and looked and it 
was a little boy who no doubt had 
heard me preach. I went in. 

“How are'\you, son?” 

‘I’m doing pretty well.” 

I said, “What in the world hap- 
pened ?” 

He said, “You know, did you 
read the paper about the automo- 
bile accident last Saturday ?” 

“Yes, I did.” 

“I was one of the boys that got 
burned pretty bad. One boy was 
burned to death. You know, my 
partner over there was burned 
pretty bad.” 

I looked over at the little fellow 
and stepped over to his bed. Some 
fellow had seen his feet hanging 
out of the burning automobile and 
reached in and grabbed him and 
pulled him out. He was burned al- 
most all over from his waist on 
down, He was lying there and 
could not stand anything to touch 
him. He was in terrible pain. When 
I saw that I just had to say, “No 
spain there!” I thought about some- 
eee: else. 

I said, “John, what else?” 

“There is not going to be any 
night there.” 

Thank God! When is it that 
fever rages the highest? In the 
night. When is it that the old death 
angel comes in and takes out our 
loved ones and snatches away the 
bread winner of the home, or tears 
the baby from its mother’s breast? 
When is it? In the night. Oh, I 
say, Thank God, there will be no 
night there. 

When is it that the young woman 
comes home and says, “Mother, I 
want you to put more confidence in 
me now than you ever have _be- 
fore.” 

The mother says, “Well, daugh- 
ter, I have always put confidence 
in you.” 

“But, mother, I need confidence 
as never before.” 

And the mother says, “Daughter, 
what has happened?” 

And the young girl sits there 
and begins to tell the story of how 
she had put her trust in some 
young man and that young man 
betrayed her trust. And the moth- 
er cries out, “My God, daughter! 
When did it happen?” 

“In the night.” 

Thank God, there won’t be any 
night there. 

“What else, John?” 

John said, “There will be no 
more death.” 

Praise God! My friend, don’t you 
think that a gospel that opens up 
such a gate, that opens up—listen, 
I said: 

“John, what else?’’ 

“Why,” he said, ‘don’t you know 
there will be streets paved with 
gold and gates of pearl and man- 
sions? Jesus is going to be there 
and our loved ones are going to be 
there.” 

“Don’t you think a gospel that 
opens up such a gate is worthy to 
be called great? 

“Oh, yes, preacher!” you say. 

Then I am wondering tonight if 
you are ready for the Apostle’s 
question as it comes. burning, 
crashing, thundering upon our 
ears: 


"How Shall We Escape, If We 
Neglect So Great Salvation?” 


There is no escape at all for the- 


man who neglects this great salva- 
tion. There is no escape at all. 
I believe everything in the universe 
of God will cry out against you at 
the judgment bar of God. I be- 
lieve that the rocks will say as 


they rise up in judgment, they will} 


cry out, “We pointed you to the 
Rock of Ages where you could 
establish your feet on a solid foun- 
dation. Escape, he must not!” 


I believe the sun in the sky will 
cry out, “Every time he saw the 
light of a new day, I was pointing 
him to the light of the world where 
he might have life everlasting. 
Escape, he must not!” 

“I believe that this Bible will 
say at the judgment bar of God, 
‘T came to him with a thousand 
invitations, but he wouldn’t heed 


the warnings, he wouldn’t accept}: 


pet invitations. Escape, he must 
no ” 

I believe the bloody tree of Cal- 
vary will say, “We bore upon these 
branches the Son of God where he 
might come for everlasting life, but 
he would not come. Escape, he 
must not! | 
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ALVATION” 


I believe every drop of water, 
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every thunder cloud will all come 
down in one great voice, and say, 
“We told him of the water where 
he could come and never thirst 
again, but he would not come. 
‘Escape; he must not!’ 


and say, “Father, I gave my life 
that he might live. 
come and accept Me. 
must not!” 

‘I believe that the voice of the 
damned will rise out of Hell and 
with one accord will say, “We are 
no more guilty than he. Why should 
he then be free and we be damned? 
Escape, he must not!” 


I believe the Throne of Judgment 
will say, ‘“‘We have but two sen- 
tences to offer, one for Christ-re- 
jectors, and one for Christ-accept- 
ers. He would not accept. Escape, 
he must not!” 

Then I believe that God the Fa- 
ther will rise up on the throne with 
a voice that will ring out through 
the length and breadth of this great 
universe, and the voice will echo and 
re-echo on down through the cor- 
ridors of time, answering the voice 
of the Son of God, answering the 
voice of the rocks, answering the 
voice of the sun, answering the 
voice of the Bible, answering the 
voice of the cross of the Son of 
God, ‘answering the voice of the 
damned in Hell, with a voice, I 
say, that will ring out all through 
the length and breadth of this uni- 
verse, He will cry out: “ESCAPE 
HE SHALL NOT!” 

Listen, the clock says five min- 
utes to nine. Thank God, it is not 
the clock of our destination strik- 
ing twelve! 
in the day and hour of grace. You 
still can be saved. I want to say 
to you in these closing words, and 
I mean this out of my heart, if I 
knew this was the last message I 
would ever deliver, if I knew this 
would be the last congregation I 
would ever address, if I knew this 
would never be heard again, there 
are a few words that I would like 
to go forth as my last dying words, 
and they would be these: Come to 
Jesus! Come-.to Jesus! Come to 
Jesus! Trust Jesus! Come to Je- 
sus! I would want that to go forth 
as my last dying statement 
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Editor’s note: 

You have read the above blessed 
sermon by Evangelist Harvey 
Springer. What a wonderful Sav- 
iour! What a wonderful salvation! 
If you have never trusted Christ as 
your Saviour, oh, I beg you, do it 
today. Do not neglect so great 
salvation, but today repent of your 
sins and trust Christ for salvation. 

If you will do so, suppose you 
write to us at the address below. 
How happy we will be to hear 
that you have trusted Christ as 
your own Saviour! And we will 
send the good news to Brother 
Springer so that we may all rejoice 
together. Can you honestly sign 
the decision slip below? 


Date 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor, Sword of the Lord 
512 West Franklin Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read the great sermon by 
Evangelist Harvey H. Springer. in 
The Sword of the Lord on “So 
Great Salvation.’”’ I must not neg- 
lect this salvation any longer. 
Here and now I turn my heart to 
‘Christ and trust Him to save me. 
With all my heart I accept Him as 
mine, and give Him my heart. I 
will claim Him before men and try 
to live for Him the rest of my life. 


me. 
Signed 
Address sa? 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 
For Christian Workers 


Any Christian applying to The 
Scripture Witness League for mem- | 
bership and will promise to prayer- 
fully distribute no less than 600. 


tracts a year will receive free 600 
assorted tracts postpaid free. The- 
membership dues in the league is 
$1.00 a year. Send for free samples 
today. 


The Scripture Witness League - 
| 2011 Wellington Ave., Chicago, Til. 
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